South Delta Habitat Restoration Ideas

Objective:  

By January 2008, deliver to Byron south Delta maps and accompanying text describing conceptual ideas for habitat restoration to increase ecosystem and related recreation benefits for the near term (next 2 years) and with a PC (>=5 years out).  “South Delta” refers to the Delta area south of San Joaquin River.  

A second set of maps should be produced showing the entire Delta, adding habitat restoration suggestions of others outside the South Delta.  Recreational benefits should be viewed as a secondary function.  A separate recreation planner will be added to the team to integrate recreation elements as an overlay to ecosystem restoration concepts. 

Land use changes for habitat restoration could include:

Habitat restoration, including but not limited to:

Floodplains

Wetlands

Channels

Revenue-generating creation related to habitat restoration

Fishing

Duck hunting

Bird watching

Boating, motor and non-motor

Bicycling, touring

Eco tourism

Ag tourism

Agriculture

Carbon sequestration

Team:

Byron Buck

Rick Sitts

Dave Harlow

Pete Rhoads

Dave Osti

Curt Schmutte

Tasks.

1. Manage (Rick)

2. Acquire data/info, but not on ownerships:

a. Delta Vision, BDCP doc’s, PPIC report, etc. (Each of us)

b. Plans for the south Delta, including SJ Co., DRERIP’s and Enviros (Pete)

c. Lidar elevation data to Dave Osti (Curt)

d. Contact TNC, Jeff Mount, NHI’s John Cain  (Pete & Dave H.)

e. Recreation use (fishing, hunting, bird watching, boating) (Pete & Dave H.)

f. Habitat restoration suitability criteria such as elevations, etc. (Rick)

3. Bring in GIS capabilities – Dave Osti

4. Meet in November, Dec. and early Jan. to update each other on analyses. (Team)

5. Identify and evaluate applicability of broader operations modeling (Curt)

a. U-prime modeling of channels suitable for adjacent marshes.

b. Floodway modeling.

6. Agree on and apply suitability criteria to South Delta maps and identify types of habitat restoration and recreation improvements. (Team)

7. Produce draft maps with acres for each use (Dave O.)

8. Produce draft text and accompanying maps.  (Team)

9. Produce final map and text.  (Team)

Deliverables

1. Draft areas map and text on habitat restoration and recreation improvements.

2. Analysis updates at meetings.

3. Final map and accompanying text.

Schedule

1. Oct. 12 - Kick-off meeting

2. December-early January - Draft map and text

3. January – Map and text
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