
CHINOOK SALMON

There are 4 distinct runs of Chinook salmon that rely upon the Bay-Delta ecosystem.

The fall-run Chinook salmon spawn in low elevation rivers, beginning their spawning migrations in fall months as soon as water temperatures are cool so that their young can emerge and leave the rivers before unfavorable flow and temperaure conditions of early summer.

Spring-run Chinook salmon beat the summer low flows and high temperatures y migrating far upstream in the spring and holding in deep, cold pools through the summer, waiting to spawn in the fall.  Tributaries darining volcanic formations (such as the little Sacramento, McCloud and Pt rivers) provide cool water temperatures during summer months, allowing late-fal-run and winter-run Chinook salmon to spawn ate in the season.

Ecosystem Management Goals:  Need to restore the dynamic flow, sediment transport, channel erosion and deposition, and ecological succession that create and maintain the natural channel and bank conditions favorable to salmon.

Population Decline:  The decline in Chinook salmon populations along with other fish in the Bay-Delta has been greaty reduced due to dams and other barriers blocking access to spawning habitat.  Additionally there is direct mortality from water diversions, altered stream hydrology and Delta Hydrodynamics, habitat destructions and degredation, harvest pressure, and other pressures.

